
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CLUB

Meeting of January 3, 1933

The meeting was called to order at the American Museum

of Natural History at 8:15 p.m. by President Sinnott. There

were 25 members present.

Miss Elizabeth M. Schutt, 280 Gregory Avenue, Passaic,

N. J. and Miss Myrtle H. Waterfall, 158 Gregory Avenue, Pas-

saic, N. J. were unanimously elected to membership in the club.

Reports of the Secretary, Treasurer, Editor of the Bulletin

and Editor of Torreya were read and approved. The report of

the Business Manager was that business was bad.

In the absence of Dr. Denslow, Dr. Merrill made brief com-

ment on the Local Herbarium which he reports has more than

doubled by the gift of the Ferguson Herbarium, the Mackenzie

Herbarium, and a number of recent additions by Mr. Moldenke.

The collection is now approximately 40,000 sheets and is housed

in the steel cases provided by Dr. Ferguson. Dr. Merrill states

that this coming winter a census will be made, giving the exact

count of the material in it. It is a good representative collection

of the flowering plants and mosses. The local collections of fresh-

water algae, lichens and fungi have not yet been placed in the

Local Herbarium, but there is ample space for them. Mr. Tor-

rey brought up the question whether popular guides to these

last groups might not be published by the Torrey Botanical

Club. Dr. Harper and others strongly seconded this proposal.

In the absence of Dr. Gager, no report was made by the Dele-

gate to the Council of the New York Academy of Sciences.

As Representative of the Club on the Council of the Ameri-

can Association for the Advancement of Science, Dr. Dodge re-

ported that he attended the annual meeting.

Mr. Raymond Torrey reported verbally on the field trips of

the year.

Dr. J. S. Karling, for the Entertainment Committee, stated

that the finances for that committee are now better than in

previous years, reporting a deficit of seven dollars at the par-

ticular moment he spoke. He stated that at the down-town

meetings the committee served an average of thirty-nine and

one-half people at each meeting.
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There were no reports of standing committees.

Dr. Marshall A. Howe reported for the committee on the

amendment of the Constitution as follows:

To strengthen the legal position of The Torrey Botanical

Club as a holder of endowment funds, it has been thought ad-

visable to amend the Constitution and By-Laws of the Club in

such a way as to lodge the control of the business affairs of the

Club primarily in the Council of sixteen members, as provided

for in the proposed new Article X, given below.

The other changes proposed are simply to bring the Con-

stitution and By-laws into harmony with this new idea.

I. It is moved to amend the Constitution as follows:

1. To amend Article III by omitting the words: "The Presi-

dent, the Vice-president, the Treasurer, the Secretary,

and the Editor shall constitute a Board of Trustees in

whom the corporate rights of the Club shall be vested."

2. To amend Article VI by substituting Council for Finance

Committee in lines 4 and 7.

3. To amend Article XI by substituting by the Council for

by a member of the Membership Committee.

4. To amend by inserting a new Article X—Council, which

shall read:

There shall be a Council, consisting of sixteen mem-
bers, including the President, Treasurer, Secretary, and

Editor, ex officio, with 12 elected members. At the Annual

Meeting for 1933 the elected members of the Council

shall be chosen by ballot, four for terms of three years,

four for terms of two years, and four for terms of one

year; thereafter, four members shall be elected each year

for terms of three years. Five members shall constitute a

quorum of the Council. Vacancies in unexpired terms may
be filled by the Club by ballot at any regular meeting.

The Council shall hold regular meetings prior to the

first monthly meetings of the Club in January, March,

May, and October. It shall annually elect a Chairman,

who may call special meetings. The Secretary of the

Club shall be Secretary of the Council. The Council shall

prepare annually a budget for consideration by the Club,

shall approve all contracts, shall pass upon all bills pre-

sented for payment, shall nominate candidates for mem-
bership and candidates for all elective offices, and shall

have power to accept resignations. It shall report to the

Club all actions taken. The foregoing shall not be con-
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strued as precluding nominations of officers from the floor.

It shall be the duty of the Council to invest the funds

of the Club, whenever there shall be a balance in the

Treasury of more than five hundred dollars not wanted

for immediate disbursement. No transfer of any stock,

bond, note, or other evidence of debt standing in the

name of the Club, shall be made except by the Treasurer,

having the written order of the Council for that purpose,

and all transfers shall be countersigned by the President

or Secretary.

5. To amend by changing the number of existing Article

X—Members-—to XI and by renumbering the subse-

quent articles in accordance with this change.

II. It is moved to amend the By-Laws as follows:

1. To amend Section 5—Standing Committees—by omit-

ting: 1. Finance Committee, 2. Budget Committee, and

3. Membership Committee, and by renumbering the re-

maining committees accordingly.

2. To amend by omitting Section 6—Finance Committee.

3. To amend by omitting Section 7—Budget Committee.

4. To amend by omitting Section 10—Membership Com-

mittee.

5. To amend by renumbering the remaining sections in ac-

cordance with the above modifications.

Special

Committee

on the

M. A. Howe

S. F. Trelease

R. H. Torrey Proposed

[Amendment

The report of the committee was accepted and the suggested

amendment unanimously adopted.*

There being no other deferred or new business brought be-

fore the meeting, it then proceeded to the election of officers.

President Sinnott announced that he had appointed a nominat-

ing committee, and Dr. R. A. Harper reported as Chairman of

that committee the following nominations:

* The Constitution and By-Laws as amended are printed in this issue of

Torreya.
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President—Prof. A. F. Blakeslee

Vice-Presidents—Dr. H. A. Gleason and Dr. R. P. Wode-

HOUSE

Secretary—Dr. Forman T. McLean

Treasurer—Mrs. R. A. Harper

Editor of Bulletin—Dr. B. O. Dodge

Members of the Council for three years—Dr. N. L. Britton,

Mr. R. H. Torrey, Miss C. C. Haynes

and Dr. F. E. Denny

Members of the Councilfor two years—Prof. M. A. Chrysler,

Dr. A. H. Graves, Mr. George T. Hast-

ings and Dr. J. A. Karling.

Members of the Council for one year—Dr. E. D. Merrill,

Dr. E. W. Sinnott, Dr. S. F. Trelease

and Dr. R. A. Harper.

Associate Editors—Albert Francis Blakeslee, Cornelia

Lee Carey, Frank Earl Denny, Alex-

ander William Evans, Henry Allan

Gleason, Alfred Gundersen, George

Tracy Hastings, Marshall Avery

Howe, Louis Otto Kunkel, Michael

Levine, Arlow Burdette Stout, Sam

F. Trelease, W. H. Weston, Tracy

Hazen, and John Hendley Barnhart.

Bibliographer—Mrs. B. O. Dodge.

Delegate to the Council of the New York A cademy of Sciences—
Dr. C. Stuart Gager.

Representatives on Council of A.A.A.S.—Dr. D. T. Mac-

DOUGAL AND Dr. B. O. DODGE.

Those nominated were unanimously elected.

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 for refreshments.

Respectfully submitted,

Forman T. McLean

Secretary


